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Topic Description
The phrase “adopt don’t shop” came from the Puppy Mill Free Stores campaign started by the
LCA (Last Chance for Animals) back in 2008. Its aim is to educate the public about the horrors of
puppy mills and how they should adopt from shelters instead of purchasing a companion from a
pet store that supports puppy mill operations.
However, the current issue surrounding pets is no longer focused so much on the “adopt
don’t shop”, instead, the problem is the amount of pet “owners” that are not ready for the
responsibility of taking care of another life. This can lead to abandoned pets, abused pets, and
even unnecessary euthanization due to the lack of space in a shelter.
Furthermore, the “adopt don’t shop” phrase is actually too generic and could be
misleading to some people. Not all pet shops get their animals from puppy mills and not all
breeders abuse their pets, as long as people shop responsibly and do enough research, anyone
should still be allowed to purchase a pet.
Some subtopics of this are the different treatment of pets in shelters, breeders & puppy
mills, problems of puppy mills, overbreeding (which also tend to be the breeds that are the most
popular), pet health, irresponsible pet owners, etc.
People that might take interest in this topic are the animal shelters, non-profit
organizations that focus on animal welfare, and generally anyone that loves animals.
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Position Statement
Headline
So You Want a Dog.

Summary Statement
People thinking about adding a dog in their lives need to be more informed about the decisions
and choices they can make when going through with the process. Hopefully, this can bring more
awareness to animal welfare and decrease the number of pets that are unnecessarily abandoned
or euthanized.

The Issue
2017 Animal Shelter Statistics
-

In 2017, Canadian shelters took in more than 87k cats and 33k dogs, 60% of cats taken in
are adopted and 45% of the dogs taken in are adopted. However,
-

17% (almost 15k) of cats taken in are euthanized, 6% (almost 1k) of those were
healthy, treatable or adoptable

-

More than 11% (more than 3k) of dogs taken in are euthanized, 9% (more than 300)
of those were healthy, treatable or adoptable
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Shelter Intake and Surrender
-

In America, approximately 6.5 million companion animals enter shelters each year
(declined from around 7.2 million in 2011)

-

Around 1.5 million of those entering shelters are euthanized, but it has declined from 2.6
million in 2011
-

“This decline can be partially explained by an increase in the percentage of
animals adopted and an increase in the number of stray animals successfully
returned to their owners.”

-

Approximately 3.2 million shelter animals are adopted each year

Shelter Animals Count
-

A location-based map of how many companion animals enter shelters in each state in
2018, their data goes back to 2011

-

There’s a detailed view of each state to see specific data about the organization of each
state: where they’re located, the type of organization, and their name
-

This section also has a monthly report by each organization, but I think the data is
missing? There’s a timeline to view intake amount by month, though
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Why I'd Never Adopt a Shelter Dog Again
-

Some people might not be willing or ready to deal with the ambiguity of adopting pets
from shelters (health issues, behaviour issues, etc.) and would rather know as much about
the animal before purchasing one, which reputable breeders do a much better job at

Adopt Don't Shop
About LCA
-

This is the organization that started the “Adopt, Don’t Shop” movement, and even in their
description of the campaign, they specifically said “it is not LCA’s intent for the stores to
go out of business” (first link)

-

Also, based on the timeline of the organization, the movement started in 2008
(second link)
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Animal Shelter Statistics
-

Graphs about animal shelter statistics in 2018, specifically in Hamilton
In 2018, Hamilton shelters received 986 dogs, 1374 cats and 157 other domesticated
animals
- 77% of the dogs received were strays, 15% were surrendered by owners and 8%
were for other reasons
- 83% of the cats received were strays, 13% were surrendered by owners and 4%
were for other reasons
- 63% of the dogs received were returned to their owners, 13% were chosen by
rescue organizations, 12% were chosen by SPCA, 5% were adopted and 7%
were euthanized
- 8% of the cats received were returned to their owners, 34% were chosen by
rescue organizations, 12% were chosen by SPCA, 23% were adopted, 21% were
euthanized and 2% had other outcomes
- 51 dogs were euthanized due to temperament, 15 were due to health reasons,
and 55 were due to owners’ requests
- 93 cats were euthanized due to temperament, 187 were due to health reasons,
and 41 were due to owners’ requests
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Why Are Dogs Given Up?
Why Do Pets End Up in Shelters?
Human and Animal Factors Related to the Relinquishment of Dogs and Cats in 12 Selected
Animal Shelters in the United States
-

A lot of points in the top 10 reasons why pets are given up could be easily avoidable if the
owners are prepared and have done their research (landlord not allowing, too many
animals in the household, pet maintenance cost, inadequate facilities, no time for a pet,
etc.)

Why I Don't Use the Phrase Adopt Don't Shop
-

Lindsay Stordahl’s experience with the “Adopt, Don’t Shop” movement and how she
doesn’t use the phrase even though she supports adopting
-

“The reason I don’t use the phrase “Adopt Don’t Shop” is because it’s OK for a
dog lover to responsibly get a dog from a breeder OR from a shelter. It’s also
extremely important for good breeders and good rescue groups to work
together.”
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Action Needed
Before diving headfirst into whether you should adopt or find a breeder to purchase a dog from,
make sure you are ready to take care of another life. Once you are ready, consider adoption as a
first step, if, for whatever reason, that isn’t a viable option, then do thorough research on the
backgrounds of the person or organization you are purchasing from to avoid supporting animal
mistreatment.

The Advocate
The Shelter Pet Project and The Canadian Kennel Club
My advocates for this project would be the Shelter Pet Project (SPP) as well as the Canadian
Kennel Club (CKC). I believe having 2 advocates is essential for my project as the goals of my
design is to encourage both adoption and responsible purchases of animal companions.
The SPP is a collaborative effort between the Humane Society of the United States and
Maddie’s Fund, and the Ad Council (the leading producer of PSAs). They aim to encourage
potential pet owners to start looking for a companion at shelters and rescue organizations
The CKC is a Canadian non-profit organization that is incorporated under the Animal
Pedigree Act (it promotes breed improvement and protects persons who raise & purchase
animals). Its purpose is to educate, support, and guide its members as well as the public about
any canine-related activities. It also provides resources and tips on how to find a reputable
breeder to purchase from, as well as a Puppy List with reputable breeders for each listed breed.
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Research
Responsibilities of Owning a Dog
Responsible Dog Ownership
-

9 tips on how to be a responsible pet owner

-

Commitment, making time, proper identification, spaying/neutering, keep your dog
healthy, train your dog, respect others

-

And if you decide to become a breeder, educate yourself

Are You Ready For a Dog
-

Questions to consider before getting a dog:
-

Are you responsible enough, can you afford to take care of one, does your
lifestyle fit with the dog’s needs, is your home appropriate for a dog, do you have
limitations?

4 Tips for Finding the Right Pet
-

Questions to ask yourself: how many people are in your household, how much space do
you have, how much time do you have, what relationship do you want with your pet

Pet Adoption Checklist
-

A checklist of items for new pet owners that could help ready them for the responsibility
of taking care of their animal companion

Raising My Dog
-

Information on the different responsibilities of raising a dog (responsible ownership,
training, pet insurance, nutrition, health, grooming, lost dog, legislation & advocacy)

-

“You’ll learn that proper training, nutrition, grooming and regular visits to a qualified
veterinarian will go a long way to helping ensure that your new best friend is happy,
healthy and a cherished member of your family.”

What You Should Know BEFORE Adopting a Dog
-

The article breaks down 7 “lessons” that help you understand the responsibilities of
having a dog, bringing opinions/thoughts from shelters so they can prevent dogs from
being returned to them
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How Much Does a Dog Cost?
The Cost of Owning a Pet in Canada
-

The average cost of a puppy in the first year is around $2,600 CAD, though this number
can easily change depending on the age, size, breed of the dog, as well as the owner
themselves

-

Adopting could save some of the initial costs since the adoption fee often includes a lot of
the veterinarian costs

-

However, purchasing from a reputable breeder may save you money later down the road
as you may be more informed about the health conditions/predispositions of your dog
(this idea isn’t from this article but from here)
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How Much Does it Cost to Own a Dog
-

This article includes real-life examples/case studies of the expenses for a dog, it also
sheds on light on surprise expenses like emergency medical needs, grooming, etc.

Owning a pet can cost you $42,000, or 7 times as much as you expect
-

The estimated lifetime cost of owning a dog ranges from $27,074 USD ~ $42,545 USD,
depending on the breed

-

Includes: initial costs of getting the dog, veterinarian costs, on-going costs of food, toys,
treats, etc.

Costs of Owning a Dog
-

This blog post breaks down and goes into detail of each potential costs that come with
getting a dog (initial investment, food, treats, toys, accessories, grooming, veterinarian
care, medications, training, travelling, emergencies)

-

Their annual estimate of owning a dog ranges from $1,400 USD ~ $4,700 USD
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Pet Licensing Fees
-

The cost of getting a pet license

10 Costs You Should Consider Before Getting a Dog
-

This post talks about the cost of your pet passing, which wasn’t mentioned in other links
-

“Their Death – It’s hard to think about, but did you know you have to pay to have
your pet put down and cremated? It’s wise to be aware of these costs and be
prepared to deal with it during such a hard time. The cost can range from
$50–$200+ depending on the size of your pet (and if you choose to keep the
remains in an urn or not).”

The Cost of Getting a Dog
-

This blog post breaks down the cost difference between adopting and purchasing from a
breeder
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Should You Adopt or Shop?
Why We're All About Adopt Don't Shop
-

6 reasons why you should adopt: older dogs can be easier than puppies, mixed breeds
are generally healthier, shelters also have purebreds, not supporting puppy mills, because
they’re there

Top Reasons to Adopt a Pet
-

More reasons, basically the same as the previous one, but they mentioned adopting
doesn’t just help one animal, it frees up space in shelters to take care of another pet

Adopt, Don't Shop
-

Again, reasons why you should adopt, however, it also talks about when buying a pet
from a breeder makes sense

-

It provides resources to better understand what getting a pet actually means

Find a Responsible Breeder
Signs of a Bad Breeder or a Backyard Breeder
-

These talk about what an ethical/responsible breeder is, and how to find one

-

They provide information on sketchy breeders, red flags to look out for when you’re on
the search for your perfect puppy

-

They also mention different types of breeders: commercial & backyard breeders

How to Tell if Your Dog Breeder is Legitimate
-

15 points on determining whether or not you should purchase from the breeder, you
basically want to know as much about the puppy, it’s family, and its environment as much
as you can

Adopting Vs. Shopping For Dogs
-

This website conducted a survey of 990 dog owners, asking them how they got their
dogs, why did they chose adopting or purchasing, and whether they’d do it again

-

Contains a lot of helpful infographics: percentages of where people got their dogs, top
reasons why they did it that way, the process of going through each method, issues
encountered, etc.
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What’s the Best Dog For You?
Pet Finder - Dog Breeds
-

A collection of dog breeds that lets you filter based on your interest/preferences to find
the perfect dog breed (each breed also lists the number of dogs available for adoption
based on your location)

Picking the Right Dog Breed
-

Resources to helping someone pick the right dog breed, it also talks about different
places to look for a dog (shelters, rescues, and breeders)

Dog Breed Selector
-

This is a link from the previous article which lets users select a few criteria and provide a
filtered list of dog breeds based on their need

The Shelter Pet Project - Pet Search
American Kennel Club: Dog Breeds
Adopt a Pet
-

Resources to help you find a dog once you know you are ready for one

Canadian Kennel Club & CKC - Puppy List
-

This is where you can find reputable breeders, the website also has
information/characteristics on dog breeds to help find the best one for you
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